
Pre-Diploma Literacy Studies 9  
PMSS 2026-2027 

Room 217 
 

Welcome!  
 
Ms. Badley - sbadley@sd43.bc.ca  
Please reach out at any time if you have questions, concerns or need additional support. We 
can also meet at flex, before or after school. Email to arrange a time.  
 
Pre-Diploma Literary Studies 9 is designed for students who have demonstrated strength in 
English, who are interested in preparing for IB courses in grades 11 and 12, and who enjoy the 
stimulation of working in a challenging academic setting. As with other English courses, the goal 
is to develop student’s reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing skills. The course 
intends not only to foster an interest in reading, but also to increase students’ ability to read 
more complex literary works in depth. Students will also be provided with opportunities for 
writing different types of prose in order to further develop skills for writing paragraphs and 
essays. It is expected that students will leave the course with a greater understanding of 
language and literature, and of themselves and society. This course is guided by the following 
core ideas from the BC English 9 Curriculum: 
 
1) Language and story can be a source of creativity and joy. Stories and language allow us 
to express ourselves in unique and imaginative ways. Through writing and reading, we will 
explore the joy of experiencing stories that inspire and entertain. 
 
 2) Exploring stories and other texts helps us understand ourselves and make 
connections to others and to the world. By engaging with diverse texts, students will reflect 
on their own experiences and perspectives while building empathy and understanding for 
others. Stories allow us to explore universal themes that connect humanity.  
 
3) People understand text differently depending on their worldviews and perspectives. 
Every reader brings their unique background and perspective to a text. This course will 
encourage students to consider how their understanding is shaped by their beliefs and 
experiences and to appreciate differing interpretations.  
 
4) Texts are socially, culturally, and historically constructed. Literature and media are 
products of their time and context. Students will analyze how societal norms, cultural influences, 
and historical events shape the creation and interpretation of texts.  
 
5) Questioning what we hear, read, and view contributes to our ability to be educated and 
engaged citizens. In today’s media-saturated world, critical thinking is essential. Students will 
develop media literacy skills to question and analyze texts, fostering an informed and thoughtful 
approach to understanding the messages they encounter. 
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Assessment   
 
1) In-Class Writing: 35%  
2) Other In-Class Work: 30%  
3) Projects/Presentations: 20%  
4) Homework: 15%  
 
What you do here, in front of me, helps me determine how well you are using the teaching and 
feedback from class. Homework is worth less than other areas, but remember that if you don’t 
do well on your homework, you likely will not do well on in-class quizzes, writings, or project 
work. Homework affects all the other areas. 
 
Assignments and other demonstrations of learning will be assessed using the BC Proficiency 
Scale. Proficient means that you are meeting the Grade 9 learning expectations. Extending 
does not mean completing more work, instead, it reflects learning that demonstrates greater 
depth, sophistication, independence, or transfer of skills. 
 
Extending​
You demonstrate a deep and sophisticated understanding of the learning goals and apply your 
skills independently and thoughtfully. You make insightful connections, consider complexity or 
multiple perspectives, or transfer your learning to new and unfamiliar situations. 

Proficient​
You consistently meet the Grade 9 learning expectations and demonstrate the skills and 
understanding being assessed. 

Developing​
You demonstrate some of the expected skills and understanding, but still need support, practice, 
or greater consistency. 

Emerging​
You are beginning to demonstrate the skills and understanding and require significant support 
and practice. 

IE — Insufficient Evidence​
There is not yet enough evidence to determine your level of understanding. 

The assignments in the course will be given to try and challenge you as much as possible and 
get all parts of your brain working. I will share due dates as early as possible, and it is expected 
that all assignments will be handed in at the start of the class the day they are due. If there is a 
special circumstance for a late assignment please communicate that to me ahead of time and 
we can make an arrangement.  

Any assignments not submitted on the due date will automatically receive an Incomplete (“I”) 
Letter Grade. Students with an “I” Letter Grade must provide a valid reason for the missing work 



and may be permitted to submit their finished work for evaluation. In cases where the missed 
learning evaluates specific Prescribed Learning Outcomes (PLO’s) not covered in other areas of 
course work, students will be required to complete the assignment in order to receive credit for 
the course. 

Please remember: Learning takes time. You will have opportunities to receive feedback, revise 
your work, and demonstrate your learning again. 

IB Approaches to Teaching and Learning 

In this class, respect and responsibility are key. Following these guidelines will ensure a positive 
and productive environment for everyone: 

 1) Respect your Learning Environment. 

-​  Arrive on time and come prepared with all necessary materials. 
-​ Participate and listen actively during discussions and lessons. 
-​  Respect the perspectives and contributions of your classmates.  

2) Be Accountable.  

-​ Complete all assignments on time. If you are struggling, communicate with me early. 
-​ Take responsibility for your learning and be proactive in seeking help when needed. I am 

here to support you!  

3) Student Sign In / Out  

-​ One student at a time can leave the class. Students must sign out when leaving during 
class by writing their name on board (e.g., bathroom, water).  

-​ Phones must remain in the cellphone hotel when stepping out. 
-​ Return to class within 5 minutes. Remember to erase your name on your return so 

somebody else can sign out.  

The IB Diploma Programme Approaches to Teaching and Learning are deliberate strategies, 
skills, and attitude that permeate the IB Teaching and Learning environment. The IB believes 
that a large influence on a student’s education is not only what you learn by how you learn. 
Teaching students how to learn will improve the quality of teaching and learning across the 
entire IB spectrum of programmes. 

The IB approaches to learning skills are:  

-​ Thinking skills  
-​ Communication skills  
-​ Social skills  
-​ Self-management skills  
-​ Research skills 



The IB approaches to teaching are:  

-​ based on inquiry  
-​ focused on conceptual understanding  
-​ developed in local and global contexts  
-​ focused on effective teamwork and collaboration 
-​ differentiated to meet the needs of all learners  
-​ informed by formative and summative assessment. 

 

 

 
Course Content  

●​ Short Stories - Various Selected Works 
●​ Poetry - Various Selected Works  
●​ William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet  
●​ Novel Study - Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 

 
Absences 

In order to be successful in the course it is critical that you attend regularly. If you are absent 
you must complete the work you have missed. You must take responsibility for your learning, it 
is not my responsibility to chase you down. Attendance is of the utmost importance for students. 
You need to be here for every class, on time, and ready to work.  
*Note* The teacher will have the discretion to adjust the evaluation and required components, 
and to determine the depth to which the above topics will be covered, based on time, resources 
available, and the interests of the class. 



 
 


