




































































































































































I SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 43 (COQUITLAM)

Q
p ) 43 Office of the Superintendent

Coquitlam

Learning for a Litelime MEMORANDUM
TO: Patricia Gartland, Superintendent
FROM: Nadine Tambellini, Assistant Superintendent
DATE: June 20, 2023
SUBJECT: Reggio Inspired Program Summary and Recent International In Service
COPIED TO: Board of Education

District Leadership Team

Recommended Action: The following is provided for information.

Background: The Reggio Program is a program of choice offered at the Kindergarten to
Grade 5 level at Meadowbrook Elementary. The Reggio inspired program is based on
our own cultural traditions, experiences and environmental influences. Students are
encouraged to participate in choosing what to study while the teachers ensure that the
topic is explored in a way that meets the BC curricular outcomes. The process of
learning is ultimately more important than the product honouring the child’s intellectual
capacities and intense curiosity. The goal is to create a culture of learning where
students, families and staff are engaged, motivated and valued.

Tara Fisher (past Principal of Meadowbrook Elementary and current Principal of
Blakeburn Elementary) and Shawne Callihoo (current Principal of Meadowbrook
Elementary) travelled to Italy over Spring Break to participate in a learning series
exploring the foundations and current practices of Reggio. They will be sharing a
summary of their learning.



























May 15t Meadowbrook Sharing
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Final
Thoughts
and
Questions
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End Here

* Next slides are available to help answer any questions.
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Frovocation #/
Keporting

Concept that school is the responsibility
of everyone.

Teachers meet with families every 2
months, share documentation, discuss
learning and next steps. Reporting is co-
created in meetings with families.

Parents are brought in to share
knowledge; like the parent whois a
botanist. Parents invited in for clay
evenings, garden care and cooking
evenings for the school.

Role of the parent — Tara
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Frovocation #2
[Documentation

Documentation — part of the 4-part cycle
(Observation, Documentation,
Interpretation, Relaunch) gives the child’s
thinking visibility.

Teachers can document in their way, no
strict guidelines.

Documentation allows us to:
¢ know the children better, know what

they are learning and identify next steps.

* think about our teaching practices.

* discuss the activities going on for the
students and it reveals the level of
complexity of activities

* share documentation on a group
documentation wall.

Tool - Documentation has the Power to
Reveal
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Frovocation #.5
Intermediate

* Personal Binders — collects photos, pictures, work
goes home to share with families

* Communication books — pass back and forth
* Cloth Bag — customized by their family

* Not much homework, the day is full

Frovocation #.5
Intermediale

* Children with common research questions
work together; allows space for interests

* Questions are generated

* Research to build knowledge
* Key Words — interesting & difficult words are

collected What is the Big Bang?

* New questions developed from key words

* Dedicated time to self evaluation and HOW were the tides
evaluation 3
* Student & Teacher gives families their born .
evaluations and it is reviewed together 2
* Image — The Italian flag was adopted in 1797 in How were trees born .
Reggio Emilia. The tri-coloured flag hall is .
pictured. What colour is Peace?
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FProvocation #4 — How do we kegp inguiry going
throughout the year?

* The questions are big.

* Inquiries are sustained by using so many different
languages.

* The School has a “Training Plan” for the school year
also called, “A Pedagogy of Common Desire”.

* Example — Living Subjects- looked at sustainable co-
existence, optimism, indications of living — all
investigated through many languages available to
children. End of the year it was called, “Life Exchange,
Sound Exchange”
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e Education as Research

Key Words * Ecosystem of Relationships
from Reggio

* Active Pedagogy
* Children with Rights
* School is the Responsibility of Everyone

Conference

e Environment as a Third Teacher ’
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Lesrning in Keggio
Schools — Big Idess

Schools are living organisms
where there is ongoing
research and
experimentation going on
to construct new meanings.

27

Learning in Keggio
Schools

* Education is RESEARCH — Children and
adults are looking for meaning together.
Conversations are focused on an object
of knowledge (content for us). There is
discovery as children and adults
construct knowledge together.
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Learning in Kegygio Schools
— Big ldeas

In order to support the
development of active
citizenship, there must be active
pedagogy, active listening and
schools must be in a constant
dialogue with the Hundred
Languages of children.
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Learning in Keggio
Schools

Big Ideas

The role of the aesthetic dimension is at
the forefront of supporting children in their
meaning making.

Children have access to expressive
languages including: visual arts, music, clay
work, dance, poetry, puppetry, theatre,
nature, technology, metaphors and more
all playing a role in the discovery and
representation of meaning.
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Learning in
Keggro Schools

“What is needed is this: the constant
presence of a scientific attitude...”(Pg. 92
Claparede). Shown is the Pedagogista,
Teacher and Atelierista coming together
to share documentation and develop,
from the voices of children, the materials
for a project. The questions are big and
grounded in big concepts. For example,
this one looked at design elements,
gravity, bird habitats, etc...

Professional development related to
content.

op: Scuola dell'infanzia La Villetta, Loris M
with Giovanni Plazza (atelierista)

entre: Carla Rinaldi (pedagogista), Amelia Gambetti

teicher), Giovanni Piazza (atelierista) and

alaguzzl

'eresa Casarini (teachier) discuss documentation

material for the project An Amusement
for Birds, 1992
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Learning in Keggio
Schools

4 Step Process:

1. Observation
2. Documentation
3. Interpretation

4. Relaunch (with colleagues or with
students)
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Lesrning in Keggio
Schools

Environment is the Third Teacher

The environment that we offer children is
complex because we need spaces that
provoke exploration, reflection and
dialogue.
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Lesrning in Keggio
Schools

Current Issues:

Children are immersed in reality, so we
need to consider they will have
questions and thoughts.

Teachers must have great thoughts;
little children need big thinking
teachers.

Its important that the adults listen and
encourage the big research questions —
life, life cycle, death... and adults sustain
the questions and give children the
tools to investigate.
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